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Discovering Bruges… 
Having turned left at Calais, we opted to visit the captivating 
city of Bruges on the day it celebrates its liberation towards the 
end of WW2. The liberation on the 12th of September in 1944 
is now celebrated by almost every house flying Bruges's iconic 
flag (red and white stripes &a blue dragon).  

However Bruges' history goes much further back than 1944 
with a past of riches and woes to match any city in Europe!! 
Bruges has a wonderful evocative history of it's own.... 
becoming a key power in Europe in the 11-14th century with its 
wool/textile trade leading to its rise in parallel with London, 
before the onset of European trade led to its fall from grace in 
the 15th Century... all due to farmers who opted to care for 
cows not sheep!!!So Bruges entered a bleak period as it lost its 
place at Europe's top table.... so a further 350yrs passed in 
which Bruges simply couldn't afford to knock down buildings 
and rebuild... so it simply made good and repaired... and 
repaired.. and repaired every building!! As Europe entered a 
more peaceful stage in it's history.... suddenly Bruges rose 
again with tourist flocking by the thousands to enjoy such a 
well restored medieval city.. 

What an amazing start to our first experience at motorhoming 
with the grandparents ... A brilliant place for kids and 
grandparents alike! With the sun setting, we all returned back 
to our motorhomes at the fantastic city centre 'aire' for an 
evening of fun and games followed by the kids playing cards 
with their grandparents...Precious memories made in a very 
special first day of European motorhoming for the 
grandparents 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Why start your trip 
in Bruges? 

On our earlier visit to Bruges, 
we’d loved this city crammed 
full of canals and cobbled 
streets... shops brimful of 
delicious Belgium chocolates 
and stunning wooden 
children's toys 

It's hard to describe just how 
much this city offers.. including 
the likes of the Basilica that 
reportedly holds a vial of the 
blood of Jesus to the imposing 
Belfort Tower (with over 350 
steps to the top... yet the view 

is worth every step!). 
Enjoyment can also be found 
in the chocolatiers near the 
Salvador Dali exhibition off the 
Grot Markt or perhaps even 
venture towards the Historium 
for a vivid account of medieval 
life. f that isn't enough, the 
canal boat trip certainly adds 
another layer of history to this 
historic city... full of character 
and life!!!  

BELGIUM 
Visting Bruges on it's Liberation Day (12 Sept)

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/belgium-choccies-in-bruges
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/belgium-choccies-in-bruges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruges
http://www.visitflanders.com/en/destinations/bruges/history/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
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The Western Front 
Having visited Ypres with the fantastic Salient Tours in April, we 
were always going to return to Ypres... but this time with 
grandparents accompanying both girls. It was their first visit to 
the powerful reminders of the sacrifices of so many people 
during the Great War... a very moving day as we toured the 
Menin Gate, Tyne Cot Cemetery and In Flanders Field 
Museum.. 

The sheer weight of numbers is truly breath taking and it 
follows brilliantly with the girls homeschooling topics that 
we've studied recently. But for the older 'LifeinourVan' 
generation... it was a day of quiet reflection and the odd 
moment of a tear forming in the corner of the eye... it is hard 
not to see the futility of war now yet for each of these men, it 
was clearly the ultimate sacrifice for their country and 
something they would not have done lightly. 

Our trip around Europe has had some amazing highlights... yet 
for us, this part of the Salient... the scene of perhaps the 
bitterest of all the Great War battles (Battle of Passchendaele) 
will always be etched in our memories... and thankfully now 
we've passed this onto our parents so they will hopefully pass it 
onto their friends... it truly is a 'must see' part of European 
history and one we feel grateful about visiting & learning rather 
than just hearing about in a classroom... 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Why choose Ypres 
and Flanders Field? 

The brilliant centrepiece of 
Ypres could well be the hugely 
impressive cloth hall 

(Lakehalle) which houses the 
'In Flanders Field' museum yet 
for us... it was the walk around 
the Menin Gate with it's Last 
Post performed nightly (8pm) 
that should not be missed.. But 
for those with families, the In 
Flanders Field museum gives a 
very personal account of the 
war with some brilliant audio-

visual displays that are brilliant 
for children.  

BELGIUM 
Visiting Ypres & the WW1 Graves - educating us on the sacrifices of so many... 

http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/ensuring-our-younger-generation-understand-the-sacrifices-of-previous-generations-in-ww1
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/chance-to-get-the-human-angle-on-the-ww1-experience-at-in-flanders-field-museum-ypres
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/309552174361046529/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/battles-of-world-war-one/the-battle-of-passchendaele/
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Magical Dusk at Honfleur 
Having visited Honfleur recently in the daytime... we were 
treated to a fusion of Copenhagen's Nyhavn, Norway's Bergen 
and Belgium's waterfront medieval city of Bruges.. yet Honfleur 
is utterly magical at night! The atmosphere and gentle 
ambience was perfect for a family stroll past the illuminated 
Ferris Wheel and into the harbourside eateries that surround 
this pretty Normandy town. 

Now I'm unsure who wanted to go on the Ferris Wheel the 
most... was it the grandparents or our girls... but suffice to say, 
we stopped and enjoyed a thrilling sunset ride as we watched 
the shadows slowly creep over the harbourside... a truly 
beautiful site as the Pont de Normadie faded from view.. 

With the perfectly situated 'motorhome aire' just a few hundred 
metres down the portside, it really is a great place to start your 
mini adventure into France... for more ideas, why not grab a few 
minutes to look at our mini country guide for France - here 

Famed for its amazing light, coastal scenery and the ever 
changing Seine river.. it's inspired painters and novelists for 
centuries... rising in prominence to become the key place to be 
spotted in 18th Century..As both girls danced back to our 
motorhome over the cobbled streets, past the half timbered 
buildings... it's easy to imagine the hustle and bustle of this 
port as sailors sets sail for the very first time to Canada some 
400 years ago...Mr de Champlain's voyage of discovery in 1605 
led the path to a strong link with Canada which we hope to 
discover more about when we visit the Juno Beach Centre (part 
of the D-Day landings by Canadian troops) 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Why is Honfleur 
famous? 

Set alongside the impressive 
'Pont de Normandie',this 
Norman port will be forever 
associated with 
the Impressionists (another art 
period (like the Renaissance) 
that we are hoping the girls 
will draw some inspiration from 
during their journey across 
Europe). Yet it's 'Vieux Basin' is 

worthy of a mention when 
drawing up a list of 
harbourside towns across 
Europe. Don't miss the 
Boulevard Charles V or the 
maritime church or bells of 
Sainte Catherine... or just pick 
a spot and enjoy some 
wonderful Calvados alongside 
the harbour in one of the many 
eateries...  

FRANCE 
Honfleur's harbourside at night is almost as pretty as it is during the day!

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/copenhagen-a-truly-brilliant-city-for-cycles
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/baked-in-bergen
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/visting-bruges-on-its-liberation-day-12-sept
http://www.campercontact.com/en/france/basse-normandie-o-14-61/honfleur/1151/motorhome-parking-aire-de-camping-car.aspx
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/france.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/normandy-d-day-landings-juno-beach-centre-proves-a-real-family-hit
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/things-to-do/sites-and-attractions/impressionism-392-2.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/fantastic-family-fun-in-florence
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/things-to-do/sites-and-attractions/impressionism-392-2.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/fantastic-family-fun-in-florence
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Normandy DDay Landings 
War is a hard, abstract concept to learn about.. but we believe 
it’s crucially important our girls realise just how much was done 
for them by previous generations… the debt of thanks we owe 
to not just our own countrymen but also the other nations who 
supported them, is brilliantly illustrated by this centre. The 
14,000 Canadian men, all volunteers; braved some of the most 
appalling conditions to liberate the beaches of Normandy.. and 
the films, exhibits and fantastic interactive activities just made 
us appreciate this even more. 

To then have the opportunity to walk the Juno Beach with the 
image of soldiers walking with or behind us (a thought drilled 
into us by the 12min ‘hard hitting film’ in the centre) just 
brought home the bravery this mission must have taken… but 
perhaps also the human emotions from both sides. Especially 
as we were able to see inside ‘German Command Centres’ & 
Machine Gun Observation Points’… and realised just how 
tough the whole experience must have been for both sides…. 
as some 130,000 Allied troops try to dismantle the German 
‘Atlantic Wall’… a true test of character and perseverance 
against towering odds.. 

It’s been an thought provoking few days for everyone as we’ve 
visited some sites that just remind us how fortunate we are 
now… ‘Lest we Forget’ has never rung truer than it does now 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Grandma,what was 
it like during the 
War 

The Juno Beach Centre 
opened in 2003 and is 
relatively new to the stretch of 
museums that commemorate 
this heroic achievement by the 
Allied Forces, yet this one is 
particularly known for its 
brilliant temporary exhibition 
‘Grandma, What was it like 
during the War’… Even better 

as we travelled to visit the 
Centre with the girl’s 
grandparents!! So they all 
trooped off (iPhone in hand to 
use the brilliantly interactive 
app) to enjoy the exhibition, 
one of it’s kind as it is designed 
primarily at the girl’s ages 
(7-12 year olds) 

FRANCE 
Juno Beach Centre provides a thought provoking yet family friendly experience

http://www.junobeach.org/exhibitions/grandma-what-was-it-like-during-the-war/
http://www.junobeach.org/for-educators/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.junobeach.org/exhibitions/grandma-what-was-it-like-during-the-war/
http://www.junobeach.org/for-educators/
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Chateaus of the Loire - 
Azay Le Rideau! 
Both girls were amazed at the 'mirror image' that the 360 
degree moat creates of the Chateau... with each corner an 
impressive array of turrets, abutments and ornate carvings. 

The impressively landscaped gardens offer an amazing 
cornucopia of trees.. from Atlas Cedars to oriental Ginkgo 
trees... with 'English Garden' created in 1815 to allow long 
concentric ringed walks to allow picture perfect views from 
every corner of the estate. 

Yet the real beauty lies within... enjoying the Chateau built by 
Gilles Berthelot in 1510 yet lost in disgrace and acquired by 
François I in 1537... 

The well laid out rooms provide a changing perspective of 
 17th, 18th and 20th century life in this Chateau... with ornate 
furniture adorning each room to add to the feeling of stepping 
back into history...However this takes a further turn when you 
reach the attic room... the restoration is clearly displayed 
through a viewing gallery that allows the perfect chance to see 
history being preserved... The restoration has been cleverly 
woven into the visit of the Chateau and certainly adds to the 
visit rather than detracting from the beauty of the outer facade 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Why visit Azay le 
Rideau?? 

Whilst Villandry is truly 
spectacular due to it's 
extensive gardens.... Azay le 
Rideau is equally impressive 
for two key reasons - 1) It's 
currently undergoing a 5.5 
million euro restoration 2) it 
has one of the most impressive 
'son et lumière' across all the 
chateaus of the Loire.  

But restoration was our key 
interest, just how do you go 
about preserving a nation's 
heritage? Having made the 
effort to get to the perfect 
'motorhome aire' at Villandry 
(within walking distance) yet 
the one at Azay le Rideau is 
perhaps even better... set only 
a stone's throw from the actual 
chateau is sits on the banks of 
the Indre close to the natural 
island that the chateau was 
built on... it's also a perfect 
place to grab the bikes and 
enjoy this bike ride between 
both impressive chateaus.

FRANCE 
Travelling through the centuries at Azay le Rideau in the Loire...

http://www.experienceloire.com/azay-le-rideau.htm
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/visiting-villandry-a-truly-spectacular-chateau-of-the-loire
http://www.azay-le-rideau.fr/en/
https://www.monuments-nationaux.fr/en/Become-a-national-monuments-sponsor/My-share-for-French-heritage/AzayRenaissance
http://www.francetravelplanner.com/go/loire/sound_light.html
http://www.camping-car-park.com/fr/aire-camping-car-park/azay-le-rideau
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/4267459
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/visiting-villandry-a-truly-spectacular-chateau-of-the-loire
http://www.azay-le-rideau.fr/en/
https://www.monuments-nationaux.fr/en/Become-a-national-monuments-sponsor/My-share-for-French-heritage/AzayRenaissance
http://www.francetravelplanner.com/go/loire/sound_light.html
http://www.camping-car-park.com/fr/aire-camping-car-park/azay-le-rideau
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/4267459
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Spectacular Villandry! 
Built in 1536 by Jean le Breton but extensively redesigned in 
the 18th & 19th century, Chateau de Villandry can perhaps lay 
claim to designing the most impressive gardens of any 
Chateau in the Loire... yet there is much more than first meets 
the eye.. Bewitched by the geometrically perfect gardens and 
fairytale turrets..... it's easier to talk around in a trance as this is 
simply the most picture-perfect of settings… 

Yet dig a little deeper and the sense of Villandry's history is 
well documented across the amazing, if eclectic array of 
rooms.. Having visited on 'European Heritage Day', the 
Chateau was awash with visitors... all desperate to get that one 
perfect photo that Villandry tantalisingly offers... perched over 
the crenellated battlements or crouching in the 'potage 
garden'... there is always a different angle to view this stunning 
chateau.. 

But dig even deeper still and you realise just what an 
amazingly detailed place Villandry really is... from the intricate 
ceiling in the Oriental Drawing Room (which reminded us of 
our visit to Alhambra) to the sky fresco on Napolean's younger 
brother's bedroom (Prince Jerome)... This does not stop 
indoors, as we gazed with amazement at the precision of the 
planting in the bright, colourful  'Vegetable Garden'... in the 
16th century monastic/italian style of garden design. 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Restoration Angle? 

Spare some time to see the 
compelling displays of 
restoration that adorned each 
and every room within the 
Chateau - ranging from lace 
making, horology, calligraphy 
to tapestry... if there was ever a 
chance to inspire both girls.. it 
was here!.  

Moving Libby to add that 
'those ladies truly know what 
it's like to be determined....' 

Perhaps a great life lesson and 
one that might inspire the girls 
to focus further and find a 
creative outlet themselves…..I 
think we can safely say that this 
will be a case of 'nurture' not 
'nature' as the creative genes 
appear to have missed a 
generation with us... but you 
never know they might just 
find the inspiration.... 
meanwhile we'll remind them 
of that visit to the Loire...to the 
chateau that inspires you to 
dream big! 

FRANCE 
Visiting Villandry... a truly spectacular Chateau of the Loire...

http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.chateauvillandry.fr/en/
http://journeesdupatrimoine.culturecommunication.gouv.fr/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/amazing-alhambra
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/educational-explorers.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/educational-explorers.html


 European Roadtrip 2016 Find more at www.lifeinourvan.com

SUP Safari on Ile de Re! 
Ever fancied educating your kids whilst journeying around 
Europe... well we've taken the plunge and enjoyed every 
minute...with experiences like this (on Ile de Re) making all the 
difference!! In the 344 days on our European road trip so far, 
we've tried to find new interesting opportunities to both 
challenge, inspire and educate our children....  

Searching for novel ways to learn topics that can sometimes 
feel staid and boring in a classroom... So where better to learn 
than in the greatest outdoor classroom of them all... this time 
learning about ecosystems, environmental geography and 
learning a new skill that challenged us all - SUP paddle 
boarding!! 

Across our journey, we've also discovered that local guides 
make this learning so much easier... perhaps as it's coming 
from someone new, maybe as they know more than we do on 
this region or just cos they're so much 'cooler' than their 
parents.... well Jordane & Charles from SUPevasion certainly 
match all 3 of these!!! 

Despite the dunkings, it was great family fun and we hope this 
might inspire you to visit and create your own special family 
memory... whilst  also learning something truly important at the 
same time. 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Why a SUP tour?? 

The idea of this guided tour 
really motivated us... a chance 
to appreciate the unique 
ecosystem that provide Ile de 
Re with one of it's most famous 
export - sea salt! But also to 
understand how these 
ecosystems were created, 
evolved and are currently 
protected for future 
generations to enjoy... 

Sustainable tourism is an 
absolute 'must' in our opinion 
and we're delighted that Ile de 
Re appears to think so too....  

All viewed from the 'best seat' 
in the house with 360° views of 
the marshlands... our SUP 
guide Charles seemed in his 
element, pointing out birds 
ranging from egrets to 
buzzards... foraging for edible 
food from in and out of the 
water... from describing the 
'fleur de sel' and how it is 
harvested... all from our SUP 
boards... 

FRANCE 
Get the kids, its time for SUP adventure on Ile de Ré

http://www.iledere.com/decouvrez-lile-de-re
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/family-experiences.html
http://www.stand-up-paddle-iledere.com/
http://www.holidays-iledere.co.uk/ile-de-re-uk/salt
http://us.france.fr/en/about-france/ecotourism
http://food-hacks.wonderhowto.com/how-to/why-you-should-be-using-fleur-de-sel-instead-regular-table-salt-plus-fake-it-0155879/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.holidays-iledere.co.uk/ile-de-re-uk/salt
http://us.france.fr/en/about-france/ecotourism
http://food-hacks.wonderhowto.com/how-to/why-you-should-be-using-fleur-de-sel-instead-regular-table-salt-plus-fake-it-0155879/
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48hrs on Ile de Re! 
With our travels across Europe allowing us the opportunity to 
compare and contrast some amazing places.... from the 
Dalmatian Coastline in Croatia to the very heart of Spain in 
Andalusia.. we'd rank Ile de Re pretty high alongside these 
amazing destinations...Maybe its the miles of endless family 
friendly cycle paths or the smell of fresh fruit from the morning 
markets in each of the 10 idyllic villages... villages that 
dramatically alter across the island offering endless afternoons 
of exploring... just perfect for young children! 

There really is something for everyone on Ile de Ré as we've 
found taking both our girls and their grandparents this time... 
from old ruined churches to delicious ice creams in St. Martin-
de-Ré... from the colourful marinas of Ars-en-Ré to St.Martin-de-
Ré to afternoon's spent lazing around the shops of the winding 
streets of La Flotte. 

But there's so much more to enjoy.... from sailing schools to jet 
ski hire... to the world's only sea urchin breeding centre. For 
nature lovers you'll be amazed by the bird reserves... History 
buffs will love the retelling of the island's unique maritime 
history in the museum in St.Martin-de-Ré... whilst outdoor 
enthusiasts have miles 
of beach/coastlines to 
explore!!! 

We can't wait to 
return... it may be a 
small island, yet it still 
packs a real punch! 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Why is such a good 
destination? 

With so many activities to tire 
out those energetic limbs... it's 
hard to pick our favourites.. we 
loved taking a SUP paddle 
across the salt marshes just as 
much as learning to body 
board on the wide expanse of 
beach at Le Bois-Plage-en-Ré... 
but perhaps our favourite 
means to burn off some excess 

energy came on two wheels... 
across immaculate cycle paths 
past colourful vineyards, 
tasting the salty air of the 
oyster farms or salt marshes 
and even climbing into a real 
lighthouse! 

You can even check out where 
you fancy spending your next 
family picnic on Ile de Re - 
using their virtual website!!

FRANCE 
How to spend 48hrs of family fun on Ile de Ré

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/3-island-cruise-around-dubrovnik-loud-sipan-kolocep
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/heading-west-to-andalusia-and-alhambra
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/summers-approaching-so-whilst-enroute-to-stockholm-we-thought-wed-share-5-family-friendly-places-weve-discovered-around-europe
http://www.holidays-iledere.co.uk/ile-de-re-uk/10-villages-discover
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/get-the-kids-its-time-for-sup-adventure-on-ile-de-re
http://www.iledere.com/files/ot-iledere/files/visite_virtuelle/bin/visite-virtuelle.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/get-the-kids-its-time-for-sup-adventure-on-ile-de-re
http://www.iledere.com/files/ot-iledere/files/visite_virtuelle/bin/visite-virtuelle.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
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Exploring the Charente! 
As frequent followers of our site will know… we’ve fallen in love 
with the Charente Maritime… a never ending series of coastal 
marshes, fields of sunflowers and symmetrical vineyards that 
have truly captivated us… so returning for the 4th time this 
year, we’ve decided to bike along the full stretch from 
Meschers through Talmont to Montagne sur Gironde. Using the 
cycle routes from the Charente Maritime tourism board, we 
trundled along the 'le canal des mer à veto'... a route lined with 
stunning coastline scenery..... 

Try and visit the monolithic cave just outside Montagne sur 
Gironde its one that has to be seen to be believed.... an 
'Ermitage Monolithe’ . A cave for travellers including monks 
heading south on the 'Camino' towards the Santiago de 
Compostela... this cave is set high into the limestone cliffs and 
has been dug out over many years to now include a series of 
internal rooms and a truly impressive chapel that plays with the 
laws of science... well at least the laws of light refraction... a 
brilliant opportunity for the girls to learn in a fantastic setting.. 

Moving back towards Talmont, we took the chance to celebrate 
'Granny's' birthday with an evening treat (a french crepe) in this 
wonderful village, a walk between the carrelets/fishing huts that 
are so well used in this area... 
before finishing up at one of 
the local artisan producers.... 
allowing us the chance to get 
a bespoke neck glaze 
'birthday present' for a very 
special lady! 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Where were our 
favourite places? 

The harbourside setting of 
Mortagne sur Gironde is worth 
the cycle too... a working 
boatyards surrounded by 
wonderful artwork and a 
treelined habourside with 
wonderful eateries (opposite 
the motorhome aire)... Perfect 
to celebrate Lottie's 
unbelievable success as we 

heard she won a national 
photography competition - see 
here for more  

Perhaps the most stunning part 
of the ride was from Meschers 
over the cliffs towards the 
pretty village of Talmont.... 
followed by a trip through the 
Talmondais vineyards to learn 
exactly how vineyards are 
created... both girls loved the 
chance to see the fantastic 
information barrels. 
September is apparently the 
time to pick... jam packed full 
of dark red grapesl 

FRANCE 
Cycling the Charente Maritime coastline..

http://familytravelshow.com/competition-gallery/
http://familytravelshow.com/competition-gallery/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/200th-blog-post-visiting-one-of-frances-les-plus-beaux-villages-de-france-talmont-sur-gironde
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/back-to-montagne-christmas-lights-are-out
http://en.canaldes2mersavelo.com/canal-des-2-mers-velo/cycle-route
http://www.ot-mortagne.com/activites/visites/lermitage-saint-martial/
http://www.excusemyfrench.co.nz/a-little-crepe-history/
http://invisiblebordeaux.blogspot.fr/2014/01/carrelets-picturesque-estuary-side.html
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Creative Thinking…. 
So as you probably all know by now, LifeinourVan love a good 
treasure hunt and have made plenty of these across our 
European Adventure, yet Chateau des Engimes has taken this 
to a whole new level.. A visit to Chateau d'Usson near Pons was 
a truly remarkable addition to these experiences... Where else 
can you visit a renaissance chateau at the same time as solving 
27 riddles to find your pirate's treasure. (not to mention gaining 
some amazing new interesting skills such as Thales Method for 
measuring heights or 'how to tie a figure of 8 knot') 

Active Learning takes so many different forms but we reckon 
our kids our 'learners by doing'... the smile that radiates across 
their faces when they feel they are succeeding is worth every 
second on the road...So hats off to Chateau des Engimes for 
taking a brave, maybe even unique, decision to redevelop the 
idea of a visit to a French Chateau…. 

Did our kids get the idea? 100% they did... they loved the 
variety of the riddles across the estate... all brilliantly laid out in 
clear 'cartoon' formats  

What did they enjoy the most? They loved the story behind the 
themed series of mazes, riddles, puzzles and practical tasks to 
solve. A story about pirates and treasure... with a twist! 

Would we recommend it and return again? Well for those that 
know our adventures, you'll know we love the Charente 
Maritime and it's amazing scenery and opportunities... Yes, 
we'll certainly return to see the new theme next year (it rolls 
over each year) and we'd certainly recommend it to parents 
with similar views to our own... A brilliant shared experience 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Creating Creative 
Minds…? 

" Creativity is 
experimenting, inventing, 
growing, taking risks, breaking 
rules, making mistakes and 
having fun..." (Mary Lou Cook) 

We genuinely believe this says 
almost everything about how 
we believe children should 
grow up in an ever changing 
society that demands them to 
grow up so fast... perhaps too 
fast for our liking? One of the 
major reasons we''ve now 

reached over 346 days on the 
road on our family adventure 
of a lifetime across Europe.... Is 
that we want our children to 
grow up relishing 
opportunities, inspired to learn 
by themselves and to 
appreciate and broaden their 
horizons... this has led us to 
take on some amazing family 
experiences that will hopefully 
mould our children into 
interesting, opinionated yet 
respectful young adults.

FRANCE 
Inspiring Creative Minds at Chateau des Èngimes
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On the River Dordogne…  
Having already mentioned in numerous blog posts about just 
how much we love the Kayking on the River Dordogne... I think 
regular readers will probably know most of the details of the 
26kms of this stretch of the river... and our families love of all 
water sports! But this time we've returned to test out just how 
easy it might be for the girl's grandparents... it wasn't their first 
time, but perhaps was their first time for many years!! 

So how did it go?  Well for those that know the river well, you'll 
know that this stretch from CARSAC to BEYNAC... includes 
some of the most amazing sights of the Dordogne Valley... from 
vertical limestone cliffs with buzzards circling overhead, to 
prehistoric caves above the stunning yellow sandstone village 
of La Roque Gageac...It's worth a visit just for this alone! 

Is it suitable for all ages and abilities? Well i think we can 
conclusively answer this one... whilst trying to ensure I don't 
offend... we reckon the stretch of ages/abilities that we took 
onto the water would leave you in no doubt that it's a family 
activity for everyone... So get involved  if you love jumping into 
the river from rope swings (kids!), like seeing the historical sites 
(grandparents) or just love kayaking (us!) ! 

When should you visit? Having visited earlier in the season 
when the river is packed full of kayakers, swimmers and boat 
trips... this time it was more peaceful, clam and perhaps even 
more picturesque... with wild herons stalking their prey in the 
rapids to the kingfishers that dart from almost nowhere to flash 
into the river... Yet the hustle and bustle of July/August adds an 
almost 'carnival air' to the experience, so i guess you pay your 
money and make your choice...! 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Enjoy Kayaking…? 

LIFEINOURVAN TIPS -  Our 
advice would be to seek out 
the more established 
companies as they have better 
facilities & kayaks and are 
100% more likely to help if you 
did need it whilst on the river 
and keep an eye out for 
these..  

1. Chateau de Montfort - 
stunning cliffside castle 
2. Vitrac Port - its historical 
wine trade & bird reserve 
3. Limestone cliffs at  Pencils 
Passage (peregrine falcons 

and the old Roman road) 
4. La Roque Gageac - history 
from  prehistoric to the 100 
years war 
5. Castle of Castelnaud - a 
fairytale castle to match any 
other 
6 . Chateau de Beynac - 
nicknamed 'Satan's Bow'... 
you'll have to find out why 
yoursleves!!

FRANCE 
Taking their grandparents kayaking on the River Dordogne

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/a-kayaking-family-adventure-on-the-dordogne
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Sarlat’s Medieval 
Magnificence…  
Sarlat is famed for its foodie reputation & being the capital of 
the Perigord Noir... one of the famous Perigord regions 
mentioned in our blog post from our visit in August... But we've 
never set foot in Sarlat until now... venturing into places such as 
La Roque Gageac.. Yet this veritable treasure chest for foodies 
is one that instantly captured all of our hearts.... and 
stomachs!!! 

So what does this region really love in terms of food? Well, 
they're nuts about walnuts (noix de perigord)!! and they love a 
decent series of cured meats ( Saucissons)... yet this region is 
blessed with brilliant fruit and vegetables too... with mouth 
watering figs, prunes on display.... whilst meat is equally 
important and the various demonstrations of sheep shearing, 
goat's cheese making and even wool spinning were 
another dimension on this foodie market. 

IIf your visiting and love a good festival (food or otherwise) - 
check this link out for more information 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Call yourself a 
foodie fan…? 

LIFEINOURVAN TIPS -   

Sarlat may be a 'mecca' for 
foodies... but there is so much 
more to this beautifully 
restored medieval town... 
stride down the Rue de la 
Republique and admire the 
yellow sandstone building that 
line the street... or take in the 

Place de la Liberte, Cathedral 
and Jardin de Enfeus... it's an 
eclectic mixture of centuries 
past that simply draws you in 
for more... its a place to lose 
yourself on a rainy Sunday 
afternoon... which is exactly 
what we did!

FRANCE 
Discovering the Dordogne's famous foodie heritage in Sarlat

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/exploring-the-magnificent-dordogne-valley
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Captivating Carcassonne… 
Having left the Dordogne following a fantastic family 
experience on the Dordogne River, we've headed the 3hrs or 
so south towards Carcassonne... a settlement since pre-Roman 
times, its been around since the Neolithic Period..... a fortified 
settlement surrounded by fertile vineyards, a site so important 
to both the Romans (for its strategic importance) and UNESCO 
(for its continuing world heritage status) For us, it just 
represents a chance for both girls to imagine what it may have 
been like to be a princess here... gazing out of the towers as 
the knights head out to do battle... or to wander the cobbled 
streets in search for the local delicacy a cassoulet... its the 
perfect place to grab a family adventure (either by staying in 
the local hotels or the nearby motorhome aire) Grab a chance 
to wander the cobbled streets, take the opportunity to have a 
small drink/meal (Lottie grabbed her favourite - moules/frites) 
in the cobbled streets of the historic centre (perfectly lit if you 
visit at dusk)... or just 
wander along the 
battlements taking in the 
views of the Languedoc.. 
Don't believe us, see 
what these local think to 
their wonderful city???

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Fairytale Location.. 

Our visit to Carcassonne was a 
direct result of wanting to 
share our previous visit last 
year, this settlement truly 
enchanted both girls and they 
continue to be reminded of 
this.... with both girls still loving 
their hoodies purchased at 
one of the quaint shops that 
adorn the cobbled streets of 
this city.  

Carcassonne was once seen as 
impregnable in the 700's... was 
independent of France in the 
1200's... was fought over by 
the French in the Treaty of the 
Pyrenees… 

Its 53 turrets that provide such 
an unquestionably impressive 
first impression are just a small 
measure of it's defensive 
strength...its gained 
 resurgence in it's popularity in 
the 1990's - perhaps due to 
the emergence of budget 
airline flights to their local 
airport, the use of Carcassonne 
on a country wide stamp and 

FRANCE 
 The First of the 2 C's of the South West - Carcassonne and the Camargue

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/medieval-charm-at-carcassonne
http://www.tourism-carcassonne.co.uk/
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http://www.dartagnan.com/cassoulet-history.html
http://www.audetourisme.com/fr/ou-dormir/aires-de-camping-car.php
http://www.creme-de-languedoc.com/Languedoc/city-guides/carcassonne.php
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One to return back to!! 
Having left Carcassonne with both girls still reeling in awe... 
we've decided to try and blow their minds in this most natural 
of environments...the Camargue (an area of over 360 sq 
miles)... jam packed full of marshy fields followed by mimosa 
tree lined roads between fields of black bulls.... not to mention 
the pink flamingos and wild horses.... so all the perfect 
ingredients for our girls!!! 

Amazing Wetland like the Marais Poitevin…

Sadly time was against us exploring the wider expanses of this 
amazing wetlands.... an area not dissimilar to areas we have 
visited including the protected wetlands of the Marais Poitevin 
or the salt marshes of Ile de Re. 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Motorhome Life.. 

So both girls will have to wait 
to see the full natural 
extravaganza that is the 
Camargue... but the great 
thing about taking a 
motorhome adventure across 
Europe... is that we can always 
add it to the 'list to do'... so 
rest assured the wildlife of the 
Camargue is well and truly on 
our list to explore later this 
year... perhaps your kids might 
love it too 

Where to stay in a 
motorhome? 

For those of you visiting out of 
season, head to the secluded 
lagoons of the 'Etang de 
Berre'... an area where we 
parked up and enjoyed the 
setting sun followed by 
the most amazingly colourful 
sunset... not to mention the 
colourful breakfast too... We'll 
return, we simply have to... 
don't let it become a forgotten 
area... it's worth so much more 

FRANCE 
The Second of the 2 C's of the South West- the Camargue and Carcassonne

http://www.creme-de-languedoc.com/Languedoc/sightseeing/camargue.php
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Grab those Snorkels!!!! 

For those that have never explored this amazingly varied 
coastline... you'll never forget that moment that you crest the 
hills that line the Med... to be met with that dazzlingly alluring 
blue of the Mediterranean  Sea.... so even after seeing it 
numerous times across our Year in Europe (350+ days and 
counting in our trusty Adria motorhome...) we're still in awe! 

But if you get a chance, spare some time to explore one of the 
many bays/coves... you might just uncover one of those 
memorable family afternoons like we did!!! For those that are 
familiar with places such as St Tropez or Cannes... you'll know 
the glitz and glamour that goes with these destinations...  

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Alsace’s Wine Route 

Sometimes, the pictures tell 
the whole picture! This 
amazing series of coastal bays, 
towering peaks and unique 
vegetation.. is truly 
astounding... grab a car and 
head across from Frejus to 
Cannes... you won't regret a 
minute of the drive 

For those that are familiar with 
places such as St Tropez or 
Cannes... you'll know the glitz 
and glamour that goes with 
these destinations...  

But push on a little outside of 
these areas and you'll turn up 
'gems' such as Frejus or 
Théoule sur Mer.... these off 
the 'beaten tracks' destinations 
also have the added benefit of 
the truly stunning backdrop of 
the 'Fôret Dominale de 
l'Estérel' but offer almost 
deserted 'coves and bays' that 
provide the perfect 
opportunity to grab another 
family adventure... 
snorkelling!! 

FRANCE 
 Coasting along the Cote d'Azur... time for a snorkel!

http://www.adria-mobil.com/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.saint-raphael.com/fr/saint-raphael/nature/massif-de-l-esterel
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Don't look down kids!!! 
Just every once in a while we find somewhere that blow our 
minds.... and the Gorge du Verdon has certainly done that!!! 
Part of the Alpes-de-Haute-Provence department, this 
viewpoint is truly breath taking, perhaps on the same scale as 
places we've previously visited in Norway (i.e Trolltunga / 
Voringsfossen) or Sierra Nevada (i.e Alpajurras)... the drop of 
perhaps a 1000ft was sheer and without any hand rails.... As we 
say to both girls each time, it's about having a healthy respect 
for danger but also ensuring you live a little too... so with hands 
held tightly we ventured closer to the edge! (much to their 
grandparent's concern!)  Captured by the Saracens in the 800's 
after a period of Roman rule, it has been pillaged and 
destroyed (1500's), rebuilt and guarded by monks.... and now 
makes the perfect place to visit if you can get there on the 14th 
august to see the torch-bearing pilgrimage climb to the very 
top of the 184m high rock... But there's far more than just a 
solid piece of limestone to Castellane... its a vibrant, yet small 
market town! From Ducelia to Castellane la Vaillante you'll love 
this region!! Castellans's bustling Saturday market even 
allowed us to try 'truffle cheese' & 'lavender honey from 
Provence' with both girls managing to find a gift for granny/
grandpa! We'll certainly return again and hope people reading 
this might also discover this great 'window' into genuine 
French village life.

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Napoleans Route..? 

We'll certainly return to this 
stunning areas, hopefully to 
add more white water rafting 
to our growing collection of 
water sports adventures across 
Europe - there look to be a 
couple of decent outdoor 
adventure experts here so 
hopefully we'll get some 
canyoning too! (Anyone 
visiting in a motorhome could 
do worse than the brilliantly 
located aire just underneath 
the 'church on a rock' ) 

Castellane has enjoyed it's 
own rich history... part of the 
famous 'Route de Napoleon' 
towards the Côte d'Azur.... it's 
often explained as the stone 
gateway to the South... and it's 
worth every minute of the 
drive over some truly stunning 
mountainous passes and 
gorge lined valleys... It features 
in their 10 ultimate drives and 
it would certainly make it onto 
our list of scenic drives taken 
so far (all in our trusty Adria 
motorhome!) 

FRANCE 
 Exploring the raw beauty of the Gorge du Verdon & Castellane
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French & Italian Alpes! 
Heading north from the Gorge du Verdon (after another 
brilliant family adventure hiking up to the spectacular viewpoint 
at Point Sublime) We've headed northwards in the hope that 
we'll eventually get to see the famed Aiguilles de Midi.... but 
not before some spectacular winding mountainous roads 
through the breath taking Haute Alpes region. 

Heading over & underneath the French Alpes

Staying at Le Crots on the banks of the Savines le Lac... we've 
decided that the Camping Car Park collection of aires are the 
perfect choice when travelling/escorting others... the key 
benefits for us are that our parents are safe in the knowledge 
that it is likely to be a great destination, has wifi access and an 
easy to use card system for entry through the access barrier... 
perhaps for us we'd be happy finding some off the road wild 
camping / remote aires... but when travelling with other, we've 
found this can take the pressure off everyone... especially when 
we're trying to circumnavigate France in just one month!!!I 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Mountain Drives? 

Leaving Le Crots, we've driven 
past glacial rivers that shimmer 
and sparkle with the most 
amazing 'green/blue' colours... 
Leading to debate in the van 
whether it is 'turquoise' or 
'azur'... Either way it's 
impressive and well worth 
seeing in person... Ascending 
over 'Cols' (mountain passes) 
with ever increasing gradients 
& acute hairpin bends... before 
descending into Italy…. 

It was great to return to this 
wonderful country that we 
visited in March, even if it was 
for only a brief afternoon and 
overnight stop to watch the 
last part of the 2016 Ryder Cup 
golf... With both girls loving 
the amazing statues that make 
the journey that little more 
interesting, we headed 
underneath the Alps via the 
Frejus Tunnel... just so the 
grandparents can say they've 
managed a fully 13km 'alpine 
tunnel' to add to their growing 
collection of trip 

FRANCE 
Taking the Mountain Road over the Alps... Let's go see Italy too
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Aiguille du Midi at its best! 
Arriving early in the morning following a trip from the serenity 
of a lakeside overnight at Aix les Bains, we took the utterly 
compelling 'Route Blanc' over towering aqueducts and 
mountain hugging roads, we dropped into Chamonix... home 
of the impressively snow capped peak of Mont Blanc.. and a 
chance to compare this experience with one of our family 
favourites when we took a cable car onto the top of the 
Pyrenees at Pic du Midi 

Undoubtably one of the Wonders of Europe

The pearly white peaks of Mt Blanc provides a sensational 
backdrop to the view across the Alps from icy viewpoints that 
surround the platform, yet there's more to do.... a chance to 
experience an ice cave, a multimedia presentation on extreme 
alpine sports like base lining or Ski Gliding... or even the 'Step 
into the Void' (a glass like box that juts out of the platform with 
compelling, vertiginous views) For those who love a few figures 
to add some depth to the experience... the 2nd cable car 
travelled at some 45km/h providing some highly entertaining 
jolts as it passes across the pylons... there are 22km of bearing/
hauling cables to help the ascent to the top...there are only 2 
cable cars taking unto 600 passengers an hour!!!

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Enjoy a Cable Car…? 

Although the cost of the 
'Télépherique de l'Aiguille du 
Midi' is reasonably pricey... it's 
worth every penny for both the 
experience of the cable car 
rising to over 3800m and the 
views when we finally arrived 
at the needle like peak... This 
peak soars over the 
snowfields, glaciers and crags 
allowing a truly 360˚ view 
across the French, Swiss and 
Italian Alps... including a sight 
of the Mer de Glace (a snaking 
7km of glacier that moves 
down the side of Mt Blanc. 

But we've decided we'll be 
back again... we've seen that 
for a little more money, you 
can head out the ice cave with 
your crampons/ice axes and 
try the 20km descent down 
from the spike at Aiguille du 
Midi... a 5hr adrenalin 
pumping family adventure.... 
now that would be a great way 
to finish our 2year journey 
across Europe!! 

FRANCE 
 Grabbing an adrenalin kick at Aiguille du Midi..
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Chocolate Box Beauty…. 

After an arduous drive northwards from Villefrance-sur-Saône (a 
sweet provincial town set in the heart of Beaujolais country..), 
we trekked through Dijon and upwards towards Colmar... 
Having visited Strasbourg earlier in the trip, we loved this 
fusion of French/German heritage across the architecture, food 
and people in Alsace. Sadly the motorhome sites in/around 
Colmar were full.... but every dark cloud has a silver lining and 
it's meant we've enjoyed a wonderful 24hrs in Kaysersberg... a 
mini Colmar without the crowds!! Arriving late in the evening, 
we found the motorhome aire (right beside the old town) and 
headed in for a closer inspection so Lottie could take these 
below photos! (it's been brilliant to see a growing passion for 
photography develop over the course of the year)

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Alsace’s Wine Route 

Waking up early to get some 
home schooling completed, 
we followed the girl's 
grandparents into this 
stunningly pretty town... Set in 
the Haut-Rhin, surrounded by 
vineyards & sitting underneath 
an imposing castle, 
Kaysersberg is full of cobbled 
streets, quaint shops and 
cheerful, coloured timber 
houses. The Alsace Wine Route 
is famed for both the quality of 
the vignobles enroute, but also 
the pretty old towns that adorn 
it's route. Including places that 
are well worth  visit such as 
Obernai, Gueswiller or 
Mittelbergheim... However the 
major benefit of any trip to 
Kayserberg is the proximity to 
two other fantastic villages - 
Riquewihr & Ribeauville... 
There really is plenty to do 
here either on bikes, strolling 
the shops/cobble streets or 
just grabbing an ice cream and 
watching the world go by as 
the autumn leaves fall to the 
ground... Utter Peacefulness!

FRANCE 
 Autumnal Beauty in the Alsatian Wine Route at Kaysersberg
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Appreciating the Ardennes 
As you enter this intricate web of small rural byways that criss 
cross river lined valleys, you certainly get a hefty sense of 
'enchantment'... a sense of poetry that matches the beauty of 
the natural environment... It's as if nature has created it's own 
brand of 'Autumnal Magic' with wild deer roaming freely whilst 
green woodpeckers swoop into conifer laden forests.. With 
over 5,000km of footpaths, there are plenty of tourism routes to 
explore such as the Beer Route, the Fortifications Route or even 
the Route of Legends. 

The Perfect Place for Outdoor Kids

But we've managed to find the perfect rural idyll deep into one 
of the valleys at Camping du Banel... a perfect place to grab 
your hiking boots and head out to enjoy the fragrant forests as 
they turn into autumnal shades of fiery orange, deep reds and 
vibrants yellows... Yet it's also close to Mouzon with it's 'Port of 
Burgundy Tower', has riverside paths along the Meuse or the 
castle at Sedan... Sadly we missed the annual 'Puppet Show (in 
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A Taste of France… 

Due to the nature of our trip - a 
full circumnavigation of France 
in just 30 days! - we've only 
given the Ardennes a day... but 
we could easily fill a week 
here, so could the girls! Maybe 
it was the playground but we 
reckon the renowned markets, 
chance to see a black stork or 
the amazing array of festivals 
are reason enough to return... 
it's our kind of place, a place 
where nature reins supreme 
and family friendly days are full 
of fun and laughter yet cost 
nothing... so we'll be back to 
hike, pedal and paddle around 
the scenic beauty of the 
Ardennes. 

FRANCE 
 Friendly, unconventional, relaxed and natural? Must be the Ardennes!

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/national-poetry-day-inspires-both-girls-enroute-to-metz
http://www.visitbelgium.com/?page=beer-lovers
http://www.visitardenne.com/all-access/fr/circuits/la-route-des-fortifications/detail_3015
http://www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk/what-do/top-routes
http://www.dubanel.com/
http://www.lifeinourvan.com
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/france.html
http://www.lifeinourvan.com/france.html
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Appreciating Sacrifices 
Although we'd hope to be in a position to help guide this 
learning, we simply don't have that wider perspective... hence 
the need to get a respected guide! What we hadn't realised 
when finalising the schedule for the day, was that Jackie would 
actually be leading the ceremony at the Thiepval Memorial... a 
truly emotional experience as the sounds of bagpipes lingered 
in the air as relatives climbed the steps to lay wreaths to 
remember their fallen. 

Touring the Somme Battlefields and Memorials

The level of detail offered throughout the day started to 
'weave' a richer context. Helping give both girls a perspective 
of the shape of the Somme landscape and why high positions 
were critically important (imagine 5 fingers of land like a hand) 
or how war can lead to creative output as a method of coping 
with the gripping reality of war  (like Tolkien's 'Lord of the 

Taken from ‘A Taste of France’ �1

Learning about War 

How do you broach the topic 
of War with your children? 
What do you include or omit to 
try and help them engage 
more? What age do you start 
learning about this? 

Well, we've decided to pull in 
the experts from The 
Battlefield Experience to help... 
taking a full day tour of the 
Somme with Jackie Bedford to 
try and add to our previous 
learning in Ypres (WW1) and 
Juno Beach (WW2) 

How we approached 
it? 

As we've continued our 
learning journey across 
Europe, we've pondered the 
earlier questions on how best 
to engage our children in this 
tough topic... especially as we 
believe they should remember 
the sacrifices of our previous 
generations…. 

Before deciding that a clear 
honest approach is best. Not 
sugar-coating or trivialising the 
sharper edges of war.. but 
offering an opportunity to ask 
questions, consider the 
feelings of those involved and 
ensure we offer a balanced 

FRANCE 
 Discovering an Unforgettable Somme Battlefield Experience

http://www.lifeinourvan.com/our-travel-blog/ensuring-our-younger-generation-understand-the-sacrifices-of-previous-generations-in-ww1
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Rings' or the Great Poets like Wilfred Owen ) 

It seems almost amazing to write this now as the below list is 
seemingly endless, but the day was packed with new 
experiences from the moment we jumped into their minibus at 
9am. On a cold October day complete with low lying fog and 
grey skies we enjoyed a wonderful audio tour that helped 
explain our journey that traced the path of the Somme 
offensive. Using an IPad with GPS overlay maps of the trenches 
to help pinpoint exactly where we were standing… 

TOP TIP - IF you're looking for a relative, try to find their medal 
record as this can be found for £3.50 or use sites such as this to 
help your search. Both girls have found this an important part of 
any visits to either the Somme or Ypres. 

It's hard to over exaggerate just how much of an impact this 
had on the girls or the grandparents... or even us! Yet the 
retelling of the  British Legion's  'Exhortation' at the Thiepval 
Memorial Service simply say's it all... perhaps even more 
significant as the girl's great  grandfather passed down the 
legacy of repeating this each day... We're just so glad we've 
played our part in helping our girls understand and appreciate 
the sacrifices of both sides in WW1. 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them”
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Where to visit in the 
Somme Battlefields? 

To help others considering a visit, 
we listed the following sites, 
cemeteries, memorials and 
museums   that we visited and 
what they offered us:- 

     1. Vimy Ridge (most visual 
trench system, excellent 
example of the war landscape 
i.e craters) 

 2. Thiepval Memorial 
Service ( 141 memorial 
services in 2016,  fantastic 
child centred museum) 

 3. Visit to Arras City Centre 
 4. Wellington Quarry Museum 

(good museum, superb audio/
visual guided walk in 
underground tunnels) 

 5. Newfoundland Memorial at 
Beaumont Hamel (child 
friendly museum, most 
accessible trenches) 

 6. Lochnagar Mine Crater 
Memorial (graphic illustration 
of impact of tunnelling in 
WW1) 

 7. The Windmill Site  (easy to 
understand tank memorial & 
 chance to find armaments in 
nearby field) 

 8. Neuville-Saint-Vaast 
German cemetery (huge 
German cemetery for almost 
45,000 soldiers) 

http://www.lifeinourvan.com
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